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FOREWORD

This report sets forth in tabular form data collected over the Tife of this
Commission on each of the over six hundred local public water suppliers, both mun-
icipal and private, in Southeastern New York.

The information contained herein has been used in the preparation of other
Commission reports. It also can be used as a source document by others concerned

with the water supply situation in Southeastern New York.

Sl

E. Virgil Conway, Chairman
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SCOPE NnF THIS REPNORT

INTRODUCTION - THE MANDATE

Recognizing that the future economic growth and physical well-being of the
Southeastern portion of New York State, including the City of New York and the
counties of Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Orange, Ulster and
Dutchess will require the development of vast new sources of water and related
water supply facilities and noting that early, comprehensive planning is essential
if the long range needs of this area for adequate water supply facilities are to be
met with due regard for conservation, natural beauty, cost and the most equitable
and efficient utilization of the water and other natural resources of the State of
New York, the Legislature in 1969 directed that a study of the situation be made.
Among the specific recommendations that this Commission was directed to make are:

1) alternatives for the development of additional water supply facil-
ities, and

2) alternatives for financing and administering the construction, opera-
tion and maintenance of the facilities, including governmental struc-
tures and a delineation of the areas of proper state and local res-
ponsibilities.

RESPONSE TO THE MANDATE

ESTABLISHING WATER SUPPLY NEEDS

In order to accomplish its tasks the Commission had to determine the strengths
and weaknesses of water supply services in Southeastern New York. To do this, it
had to ascertain the safe yield or well capacity and the excess or deficit of each
water supply system in the Region. This was accomplished and the resulting infor-




mation was shown in tabular form in this Commission's Scope of Public Water Supply

Needs report. That same information is also shown in this report for increased us-
ability. This information, coupled with population projections for the Region, led
to a set of forecasts of publicly supplied water supply needs by county, forecasts
that were also contained in that report.

ESTABLISHING SYSTEM FINANCIAL STRENGTH
In addition to establishing the physical capability of the 608 water supply
systems in the Region to deliver sufficient quantities of water, the Commission at-

tempted to ascertain the financial strength of the systems by documenting costs,
revenues and surpluses or deficits. Because a discussion of these matters can be
found in other publications of this Commission, ways in which deficits are met or
the uses to which surpluses are put in the various types of systems are not dis-
cussed here.

System Costs
Tables have been developed which reflect system costs, broken down into opera-

tion and maintenance, debt service, operating taxes and other costs. Furthermore,
operation and maintenance costs are divided into the following components -- ad-
ministration, power and pumping at the source, purification, and transmission and
distribution.

System Revenues

Revenues have been divided into the following components -- water sales, real
property taxes, assessments, service charges, and other revenues. These components
have also been shown in tabular form for each of the Region's water supply systems.

System Surpluses or Deficits

Revenues were then compared to costs in each of the systems and the resulting
surpluses or deficits noted. These surpluses or deficits were compared to the
capital investment and outstanding indebtedness, if any, of the systems to acquire
a more complete picture of the financial state of each system.

To afford more meaningful comparisons among water systems, some of which serve
hundreds of thousands of people and others of which serve less than one hundred,
costs and revenues were reduced to a common denominator of one million gallons for
all systems. Thus, New York City's water costs, for a system serving over seven
million people, can be seen to be quite modest while those of most of the remaining
systems are by comparison quite high.



Bear in Mind
The reader is cautioned that figures on costs, revenues and surpluses or def-
icits are for one year. A surplus one year can be a deficit the next. Further-

more, deficits in city and village water systems are normally covered by monies in
the general fund. Similarly, surpluses in such systems are often used for other
than water supply purposes. Costs and revenues in town water districts must by
law be equal -- they may be somewhat different for any year but over a period of
time they must balance. Investor-owned systems, of course, should normally show
some surplus, the rate of return being regulated by the state Public Service Com-
mission. Though the figures are for one year, they do reflect the existing finan-
cial situation on the Tocal level.

COST TO THE CONSUMER
Cost to the consumer, based on equal usage of 100,000 gallons per customer per

year, was determined for each of the Region's water supply systems. Cost to con-
sumers within the system as well as that to customers outside the system have been
noted. Like costs and revenues, cost of water to the consumer varies widely from
system to system. More is said about this situation in other reports of this Com-
mission.

LEGAL DATA

Concomitant with the development of data reflecting the systems' physical
capacity for meeting water supply needs and their financial situations, was the
production of information concerning the legal basis for each system and the func-
tions, i.e., supply and/or distribution which it performs. This was also tabulated.

MATERIAL INCLUDED

The information briefly discussed in previous paragraphs was used extensively
in the preparation of many of this Commission's reports. It is included herein in
tabular form arranged by county and alphabetically by system within each county.
The data are the most complete and up-to-date that can be found. Tables included
are:

Table 1 -- Summary of Legal Data

Table 2 -- Operating Data on Public Water
Supply Systems

Table 3 -- Costs of Water
Table 4 -- Operation and Maintenance Costs

3



Table 5 Revenues

Table 6 -- Summary of Financial Data

Table 7 -- Average Costs and Revenues Per
Million Gallons

Table 8 -- Cost to the Consumer

PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

It is hoped that this report will be put to use as a resource document by
others interested in the water supply situation in Southeastern New York. It is
with that in mind that this report is published.



Table 1
SUMMARY OF LEGAL DATA

by
County, Town or City and System
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Table 2

OPERATING DATA ON PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY
SYSTEMS IN SOUTHEASTERN NEW YORK

by
County, Town or City and System
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Table 3
COSTS OF WATER

by
County, Town or City and System
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Table 4
OPERATION AND MAINTEMANCE COSTS

by

County, Town or City and System
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Table 6
SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL DATA

by
County, Town or City and System
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Table 7
AVERAGE COSTS AND REVENUES PER MILLION GALLONS

by
County, Town or City and System
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Table 8
COST TO THE CONSUMER

by
County, Town or City and System
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